Soil recording sheet                                   ( John Conway & Ian Fenwick 2010


Profile Recording sheet – NB append photographs of site and profile 

Site description 

	Site name
	

	Grid Ref
	

	Date
	

	Observer
	

	Recent  weather (eg very dry – wet, etc)
	

	Landscape  (eg Severn Vale, Cotswold Scarp etc)
	

	Position on slope (eg valley floor, upper convex, mid-slope, plateau)
	

	Micro-relief (eg meandering channel in field)
	

	Slope angle ⁰
	

	Aspect of site (not of profile / face)
	

	Land use and management
	

	Vegetation (BAP habitat if known)
	

	Superficial deposits
	

	Bedrock geology
	

	Notes:
	


Soil Profile

Horizon 1

	Depth range (eg 0-25cm)
	

	Main colour eg 5YR 4/3 reddish brown (Munsell terms only)
	

	Mottles colour / size
	

	Texture (of the <2mm fraction)
	

	Structure
	Crumb
	Blocky
	Prismatic
	Single-grain

	Size 
	Fine
	Medium
	Coarse
	

	Shape
	Angular
	Sub-angular
	Sub-rounded
	Rounded

	Stones  -
	abundance
	1-5%
	6-15%
	16-35%
	>35%

	                 
	type
	Lithology:
	

	
	shape
	Angular
	Sub-angular
	Sub-rounded
	Rounded

	
	thickness
	Rounded
	Tabular
	Platy
	

	
	size
	<2cm
	2-6cm
	6-20cm
	>20cm

	Roots - size / shape / abundance
	

	Notes / horizon name
	


	Boundary sharpness
	Sharp
	Abrupt
	Clear
	Gradual
	Diffuse

	Boundary surface
	Planar
	Undulating


Horizon 2
	Depth range (eg 0-25cm)
	

	Main colour eg 5YR 4/3 reddish brown (Munsell terms only)
	

	Mottles colour / size
	

	Texture (of the <2mm fraction)
	

	Structure
	Crumb
	Blocky
	Prismatic
	Single-grain

	Size 
	Fine
	Medium
	Coarse
	

	Shape
	Angular
	Sub-angular
	Sub-rounded
	Rounded

	Stones  -
	abundance
	1-5%
	6-15%
	16-35%
	>35%

	                 
	type
	Lithology:
	

	
	shape
	Angular
	Sub-angular
	Sub-rounded
	Rounded

	
	thickness
	Rounded
	Tabular
	Platy
	

	
	size
	<2cm
	2-6cm
	6-20cm
	>20cm

	Roots - size / shape / abundance
	

	Notes / horizon name
	


	Boundary sharpness
	Sharp
	Abrupt
	Clear
	Gradual
	Diffuse

	Boundary surface
	Planar
	Undulating


Horizon 3
	Depth range (eg 0-25cm)
	

	Main colour eg 5YR 4/3 reddish brown (Munsell terms only)
	

	Mottles colour / size
	

	Texture (of the <2mm fraction)
	

	Structure
	Crumb
	Blocky
	Prismatic
	Single-grain

	Size 
	Fine
	Medium
	Coarse
	

	Shape
	Angular
	Sub-angular
	Sub-rounded
	Rounded

	Stones  -
	abundance
	1-5%
	6-15%
	16-35%
	>35%

	                 
	type
	Lithology:
	

	
	shape
	Angular
	Sub-angular
	Sub-rounded
	Rounded

	
	thickness
	Rounded
	Tabular
	Platy
	

	
	size
	<2cm
	2-6cm
	6-20cm
	>20cm

	Roots - size / shape / abundance
	

	Notes / horizon name
	


	Boundary sharpness
	Sharp
	Abrupt
	Clear
	Gradual
	Diffuse

	Boundary surface
	Planar
	Undulating


Horizon 4
	Depth range (eg 0-25cm)
	

	Main colour eg 5YR 4/3 reddish brown (Munsell terms only)
	

	Mottles colour / size
	

	Texture (of the <2mm fraction)
	

	Structure
	Crumb
	Blocky
	Prismatic
	Single-grain

	Size 
	Fine
	Medium
	Coarse
	

	Shape
	Angular
	Sub-angular
	Sub-rounded
	Rounded

	Stones  -
	abundance
	1-5%
	6-15%
	16-35%
	>35%

	                 
	type
	Lithology:
	

	
	shape
	Angular
	Sub-angular
	Sub-rounded
	Rounded

	
	thickness
	Rounded
	Tabular
	Platy
	

	
	size
	<2cm
	2-6cm
	6-20cm
	>20cm

	Roots - size / shape / abundance
	

	Notes / horizon name
	


	Boundary sharpness
	Sharp
	Abrupt
	Clear
	Gradual
	Diffuse

	Boundary surface
	Planar
	Undulating


Add extra horizons as necessary

Soil type:

Suggested soil name:

